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omission which she made in 1890; still less, can she put it on her

assistant.”
« Can you give me an

y further information about the Zoophilist 2"

«[n that journal Miss ‘Cobbe subsequently published alist of eighteen
classes of experiments, which she states cannot possibly be carried
out to their conclusion under anzsthetics.  From this she deduces that
anassthetics cannot be used in a vast majority of cases. This is abso-
Jutely incorrect. To give an example of the effect of her writing, b
may select some statements made by the paid agent of the society,
B. Bryan. Dr. Russell having described at a meeting of the Royal Society
some valuable experiments on the nerve roots in the dog, and having
stated that these were done under an anasthetic, Bryan, in describing at
full length in the Zoophilist these same experiments, not only omitted to
\nention this fact, but actually stated in the end that tof course’ in suc
experiments the use of an@sthetics is precluded. In 1890 they alleged
that 1 had told my friend, Professor Chantnesse, that in London the
teachers in the medical schools use anasthetics in their esperiments
extremely little and as rarely as possible, and went on to suggest that
we deceived the medical students by telling them that the animals were
chloroformed when they were not chloroformed.”

«Are there any more false statements or omissions in the ‘Nine
Circles’ 2"-—*It is full of them.. On page 32 Miss Cobbe states that
Mr. Rolleston ‘proceedcd to open a window into the chest of the living
dog’ Now, Mr. Rolleston's description is as follows +—That he * made an
opening into the chest of an anasthetized animal! On page 33 she says
that Dr. Hayeraft opened the abdominal cavity of rabbits under curare ;
but she omits to state that Dr. Haycraft describes on the same page
of his account that the animals were also etherized. Even the very
first experiment mentioned in the book is falsi ied—namely, Dr. Hale
White's very valuable experiment on the influence of the nervous system in
producing fever, to elucidate which subject he made various lecsions in the
brain of rabbits. Miss Cobbe gives some dozen descriptions of these
operations, which sound very terrible, but she omits to state that Dr.
White, in describing his method, says that ‘the animals were
anzsthetized, usually with ether. Finally, she makes great points
of experiments made with cancer, endeavouring  to persuade the
public that much agony has been caused thereby to animals.
Thus she states on p- 87 that micc were fed with cancer, which
is true enough, but she daes not add that they throve on that diet. In
referring to inoculation with cancer on p. 51, she describes at great length
the cutting operation for the inoculation, and puts inverted commas begin-
ning with the cutting ; but on referring to the original the reader wi'l find
that in a sentenceimmediately preceding the pointwhere Miss Cobbebegins
the experimenters state that the animals were etherized. In 1890 the
Anti-vivisectionist Society p blished a pamphl t actually headed “Veracity,’
and it is still being sold in Victoria-street. 1t is anonymous, but the
British Medical Jowrnal compelled Miss Cobbe some time ago to admit that
she was the author of it. This pamphlet consisted of exactly the
same falsifications of experiments as those in the ‘Nine Circles ;’
references to the authors and their works being given to ensure an
appearance of truth, but all mention of anzsthetics being carefully
cut out. With regard to one, there is a coostructive falsification, for Miss
Cobbe stated that in one research, the reference to which she gives,
“he animals were curarized. As a matter of fact, the word ¢ curare’ or
‘curarized’ is not mentioned anywhere in the original paper. On Miss
Cobbe being challenged to account for this, she calmly stated that a
imedical man had told her that the animals world be curarized in such
experimeuts. In this case Miss Cobbe performed the feat of converting

Capould be’ into ‘was’!”

—_———

«TIHE DUCHESS OF MALFI" AT THE
INDEPENDENT THEA TRE.

Wi regret to say that the Independent Society, of which s0 much has
been hoped, and by which a good deal has been done, has madeamistake. To
produce Webster's great play seems quite out of the society's scheme,
since the production certainly does nothing to improve modern drama-—
for which purpose the society was founded—and to produce it inade-
quately can do the society little good.  And there was 1o hope of producing
it adequately. Only a first-class company, thoroughly trained, could do
justice to the play, aud even in such hands Mr. William Poel's stage version
would seem unsatisfactory. To condense a very long, complex drama
curiously devoid of matter not strictly relevant scems beyond human inge-
nuity, aud the result of the present effort isa play puzzling to those who know
the original, incomprehensible to those whodonot. Ofnecessity animmense
amount has been cut, and unfortunately an impertinent dance, Spanish in
character, and some melodrama music of poor quality, have been
added, whilst owing to bad stage management there are many needless
pauses.  Of the last act an almost unintelligible hash has been
made. Despite all this, and despite indifferent acting, the brilliant writing
makes itself felt. No one could rest unmoved at the beautiful scene in
which the young widowed Duchess offers herself in marriage to
the faithful, respectful servant who loves her; unfortunately some
cuts were made at the end that greatly marred the scenc:
not the only scene which suffered from such cuts. The
fourth act had a great effect on those critics lucky enough to be sensitive
though hardened. The entrance of the madmen was well arranged, and the
Dance of Death which replaced the Dance of Madmen was very weirdly
effective. 1t consisted of some slowly moviag girls pretty enough to look
at in front, and changing at the back to skeletons. One was really
disposed to be thankful that the full horror of this scene as imagined by
Webster was not realized, for it would have been too terrible for people
with nerves.  The beautiful death-scene of the Duchess, despite its
clements of horror, dispelled the sense of terror by the exquisite
pathos o the speeches of the woman worn out with sorrow and
terror  till she  becomes « pative and endowed unto that ele-
ment.”  Yet, though it is always of deep interest to sec on the stage
plays that have delighted us in the closet, “The Duchess of Malii”
appeals to but a limited class, since the condensation of thought and com-
piession of language renders the dialogue very hard to follow, and
omissions all tend to make it difficult to believe in the conduct of the
characters of one of the bloodiest tragedies on record.  So the play
has little stage history. Last century saw one production—at the
Haymarket in 1707-—and this century has scen two (both at Sadler’s
Wells), one in 1860, with Phelps as Bosola and Miss Glyn as ‘he
Duchess, and the other in 1863, with Mr. Edmund Phelps aud Miss
Marriot. Speaking of the former performance, Professor Ward remarked
that “the impression which the tragedy produces on the stage' is
indescribable.”

Of last night's performance we cannot speak with enthusiasm. As
the Duchess Miss Mary Rorke played very pleasantly, and in the court-
ship scene very prettily ; but to realize the beauties of the death-scene
requires an actress of a different calibre. No fault, however, can
be found in her performance. Mr. Murray Carson seemed to
misconceive the part of Bosola and made him lugubrious and slow
of speech from the first, and by starting at too high a pitch discounted his
great scenes. At times, indeed, he showed real power, and when he adds
leeling as an artist to his fine physical qualifications Mr. Carson
will take a prominent place on the stage. Mr. Hall Caine'’s sister
took the part of Cariola, but unfortunately her highly characteris'ic
murder scene was cut, O there was little chance of gauging her talent.
She has an excellent voice, good presence, and shows intelligence, but,
probably from nervousness, over-acted to some extent. Of the others only
Messrs. Bassett Roe and F. Rawson Buckley reached mediccrity, and
they barely. The mounting was very respectable.  Despite its weak
points the production is really interesting to genuine students of the
drama, and the matinée on Tuesday should secure the attendance of many ;
they will have the benefit of seeing a properly rehearsed performance.
The audicace received the play very well,'and Mr. Grein was called at
the end.
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OccasioNAL NOTES.

Mr. Gladstone, who, we are glad to know, is in good health,
made a capital speech yesterday on the occasion of cutting the first
sod of the Wirral Railway- After paying a well-deserved compliment
to the directors and manager of the Manchester and Sheffield Railway
the Prime Minister pointed out the importance of the facilities now
afforded the working population of this country for visiting places
which but a few years ago it would, not only on the ground of expense,
but also for want of communication, have been impossible for them
ever to sec. But perhaps his most significant remarks were those in
which he dealt with the great social question of *the expanding ten-
dency to the accumulation of population in large towns.” He greatly
deplored the diminution of the rural population, and hoped that some
means would be found to keep up the population in our villages. We
cordially agree with everything the Prime Minister said in this
respect, and _only trust that he will be able to find a solution of 2
problem which is greatly harassing that great class of men am
women known to the world as constituting *“ unskilled labour.”

—_

J. B. Lawes sends to the Times his annual
in this country. From him we learn
some not altogether uninteresting statistics, which we commend to the
notice of those who would put a tax on foreign wheat. Sir J. Lawes
estimates that the produce of wheat in the United Kingdom is about
ceven and a balf million quarters, and, after deducting a certain
quantity for seed, concludes that the home produce available for con=
sumption would be less than scven million quarters. Taking the
estimated population at 38 millions and the consumption per head at
six bushels, of 60 Ib. per bushel, he says : “ The total requirement for
consumption would be nearly 263 million quarters. Deducting from
this the amount assumed to be available from the home crop,
there would remain nearly 22 million quarters required to be pro-
vided from stock and imports.” Thus the wheat crop of the United
Kingdom, if this calculation be correct, supplies less than one-fourth
of the total amount required to feed its inhabitants, These are
serious figures, and this is a serious conclusion. We commend both
to the notice of Sir Charles Tupper, Lord Dunraven, Colonel Howard
Vincent, and Mr. Eckroyd, and invite them to prove by facts and
figures that if we puta tax on foreign wheat we shall not raise the
price of the quartern loaf to the British working man.

PR

It is to be sincerely hoped that in the appointment of a new
Governor for Tasmania due weight will be given to the opinion of the
Colonial Legislature. 'We all remember the unfortunate misunder-
standing between the Queensland Government and the authorities
at home, and we trust the Colonial Office, now that an opportunity
occurs of meeting the views of the colonists, will not fail to
take advantage of it. The Premier of Tasmania has tele-
graphed to Sir Edward Braddon asking him to inform Lord Ripon
that he is in favour of the recommendation of General Sir J. B.
Edwards. 1t would be difficult to find a man more fitted
for the position.  Siv | B. Edwards was specially commis-
sioned in 1889 to report upon the crzanization of the land
forces of Australia and New Zealand, and is well known and
deservedly popular in Australasia. Any one who has any intimate
knowledge of Tasmania knows that its defence requires immediate and
careful attention. And as the question is so important we trust that in
the appointment of a Governor due weight will be given to the claims
of 2 man who, at any rate in this respect, possesses the necessary
qualification and cxperience.

This morning Sir
statement of the wheat crop

The industrial war which threatens to convuise the Lancashire
cotton trade in a few days will be conducted under conditions
different to those which obtained on former occasions when the master
spinners have found themsclves opposed to the operative spinners.
In the coming struggle the masters will have what they never had
before—an organization capable of contending with the far-reaching
and admirably-managed organization of the operatives. The Master
Cotton Spinners’ Federation is now a compact and well-disciplined
body, holding the control of nearly one-half the spindles in
the trade, and detcrmined to usc its power to enforce a reduc-
tion of wages to the extent of 5 per cent. Hitherto the masters
have been disorganized. Each town has bad to fight its own
battles so far as they were concerned, and as the operatives
acted in one gigantic combination, which extended to every
spinning mill in the country, the fight was uneven. Now the con-
ditions are more equal.  Nearly If the employers, at any rate, are
enrolled for offensive and defensive purposes, and probably the desire
to test their strength, as well as a conv tion that a reduction of
wages is necessary, has led to the present crisis.

PES—

The debate on the proposals of the German Government for an
increasc of the annual contingent of recruits and a reduction of the
period of service in the infantry from three years to two began
yesterday in the Federal Council, where no serious opposition is
expected ; but the fate of the bills in the German Parliament is
still doubtful. It is becoming evident that the chief object of
the Government is to increasc the army, and that the reduction
of the period of service is merely proposcd as an inducement to
cnable it to carry the former measure.  In official circles at Berlin
great stress is laid on the probability of Germany having to carryon
a war “with two fronts,” and on the jmmensc resources of
Russia and France. It is pointed out that Russia alonc
has ncarly as many inhabitants as the countries which form the
Triple Alliancc, and that her standing army is as large as those of
Germany and Austria-Hungary combined, while the French army is
already larger than that of Germany. But under present circum-
stances Germany must remain {foujouis € vedette, and, as
this a question of national existence, she must increase her
military force to the utmost limits of her financial capacity.
Many of the deputics, however, who have the special interests
of the taxpayer to look to as well as the general interests of the nation,
are far from being convinced by this reasoning, and a tough struggle
may be anticipated when the bills are laid before the House.

—_—

The Princess Christian_ vesterday presented Miss Marsden with
the special silver badge of the Royal Nurses’ Association for her
work among the Siberian lepers. Few things do morc to pro-
mote friendly relations between foreign nations than a desire
to assist the sick and helpless, regardless of crced or politics,
and Miss Marsden's wotk in Northern Siberia is certainly a
brilliant example of work done on these lines. We are pleased,
therefore, to see that the carc she has bestowed upon the
poor outcasts of Russia has not only been appreciated by the
Empress of Russia, who takes the keenest interest in her work, but is
equally pleasing to our Queen, who, we understand, will receive Miss
Maisden to-day at Balmoral and hear from her own lips an account of
the perilous jourhey she has performed and the work she has so
willingly carried out
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«Tge Ivory Gate"*

Mg, Brsaxt rivals Mrs. Oliphant in the multiplicity and multifarious
ness of. his fiction. There are, in fact, other points of resemblance
between these two popular writers. It 1s scldom that either fails
to be interesting ; and yet from both writers mnovel follows novel in
constant and {requent succession. As a mere question o{ number, we
believe Mrs. Oliphant is far ahead of Mr. Besant while with regard to
quality it might not unfairly be said that if Mrs. Oliphant maintains a
higher level there are two, if not three, of Mr. Besant's stories that are
superior to any Mrs. Oliphant has written. Mr. Besant's last', “The
Ivory Gate,” is ot among these two or three; but it goes
far to support the average of the others. It literally rains
forgeries for two out of the three volumes; and the motif of these
forgeries is very original.  To describe it would be wrong: for we
should thus deprive readers (unless they l_ook to see how the story
ends before they begin it)'of their interest in the plot. Writing, by
way of dedication, to a medical man, Mr. Besant says. —
It was you who first instracted me in the evistence of the brain discasc which
forms the motif of this story, and furnished me with such indications of its working as
enabled me to write the storys
It is a tale of to-day. A Lincoln's Inn solicitor is the chief
feature in the book, and his character, daily life, and professional avoca-
tions are sketched with wonderful fidelity. The villainy of which he
imagines himself to be the victim is unfolded to the reader with the
greatest skill. Suspicion, of course, falls with unernng prompti=
tude, and, as the result mainly of circumstantial evidence, on one
man and then on another ; but the reader is far in the story before he
begins to suspect the real explanation. Mr, Dering, the old solicitor,
has a double part to play, as & sort of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 'Hydc, with
a difference ; but the solution of the mysterious forgeries is not easily
guessed. It is long before Mr. Dering himself can understand it,
although, in fact, he knows more about it than anybody else. At an
early stage of Lord Lytton’s brilliant and (in some l_'cspects) best
story, Kenelm Chillingly, as a child, asks his mother if she is not
often surprised at the evidence of her own identity. The reader
of Mr. Besant's novel “The Ivory Gate” is entitled at times to
inquire, not o much what constitutes the evidence of his identity,
but of some one clse’s. Like Mr. R. L. Stevenson, Mr. Besant
does not shine in the delineation of female character. But as women
robably constitutc nine-tenths of the novel-reading public, and as
dramalis persone to the female, the objection

women prefer the malc d bjecti
is in neither case a serious onc. The most prominent lady in “ The
Itis true she is the first to

Ivory Gatc” seldom obtrudes herself.

solve the difficult question of identity. But the depicting of her
character is not marked by any extraordinary skill Nevertheless,
“The Iv Gate"” is a novel of considerable interest, and it
story that is told in Mr. Besant's best style.

¢ CHILDREN OF TIHE Guerro.” T

A prolonged but far from uninteresting story of life among the
Jewish community of London gives the writer of this novel many
opportunities of picturesque story-telling. He is no unaccustomed
artist; but, picturesque as| the scenes may be, the effect is
depressing to the reader. ‘The lights are sombre and the gloom is
too often unrelieved, in spite of the unquestionable skill of the writer.
“The Children of the Ghetto” is a novel that will please those
whose antipathies against the Jewish community have been strongly
excited, It is a study au naturel. ‘The scene is of to-day,
and the people arc those who may be met in our strects at any
time, from the * Old clo'” man to the hostess who selects
her guests on artistic principles, just as she would her china.
In one place the writer quotes an imaginary criticism on his novel,
which from some points of view is not altogether unfair. Is the
Jewish faith a decaying onc? is a question which is s sceptible of
considerable argument, pro and con.  The author of ‘*The Children
of the Ghetto” illustrates both sides of it with great] vigour, and at
a length which will weary some readers who do mnot care which
side is right. In the novel before us it is left largely to an
enthusiastic young Jewess to support the Semitic creed, and it is
her personality that gives the story nearly all the interest it possesses
to the general reader. Its picturesqueness is, however, undeniabie,
and we will quote a passage in support of the view :—

Anseil married mainly because all men are mortal. He knew he would di

Moses
and he wanted an heir, not to inherit an)’ll'ling, but to say Aaddisk for him. Kaadish
Rigidly excludiog

is the most beautiful and wonderful mourning prayer ever written.
all references to death and gricf, it exhausts itself in supreme glorification of the I ernal,
and in supplication for peace upon the house of Isracl. But its significance has been
gradually transformed ; human nature, driven away with a vi chiork, has avenged iteelf
Dy regarding the prayer s a mass, 1ot without purgatorial efficacy, and so the Jew is
reluctant to die without leaving some one qualifisd to say Auddish aftex him_every day
for a year, and then one day a year. This is one reason why sons arc of such domestic
importance.

There are several sketches of this nature scattered about the
three volumes of 1. Zangwill's novel. It might perhaps have been
shorter, but even so it would hardly be more interesting to any whose
prejud_lccs have not got the mastery over their inquisitiveness. i
one of the best pictures of Jewish life and thought that we have seen
since the publication of * Daniel Deronda.”

tis

* ¢ The Ivory Gate,” By Walter Besant. 1In three volumes. on : Chatto and
Wit y 51 n three volumes. (Londen : Chatto &

i Children of the Ghetto.” By T
Club,” &, In three volumes. (Loadon : William Ieinemann.

Zangwill, author of “The O Msids'
1892.)

“YORKSHIRE FOLK TALK."

«yerkshire Folk Talk” By the Rev. M. C. F. Morris. (Londen
Henry Frowde, 1892.) This is a jewel among philology books ; it 3
amusing as well as learned. Mr. Morris has made a su;dy both of i€
character and the speech of the men of East Yorkshire. He illustrates
their dialect by racy, pithy stories, full of a rich native humour. But he
is a scholar too.  One of his chapters deals with the peculiarities of Last
Yorkshire grammar ; another is devoted to distinctive vowel and co
nant sounds. There is also an elaborate glossary of local words,
some 140 pages long. A great merit of this is that careful
distinction is made between words that are still in common use
and those that have grown or are growing obsolete. It is astonishing 10
find how widely the dialect differs from ordinary literary English, not in
pronunciation alone, but in vocabulary. Mr. Morris explains that it 18
chietly used by the older folk, and by them only when they are quite at
their ease, and no strangers are present. It is a forceful speech. Mr.
Morris supplies a list of “what a Winchester school-boy would call
¢tunding’ phrases.”

. Abligie tha thi bats : he bensilled him weel ; she bray’d ma if thoo bunches
gie tha a cioot ower ' heead ; a daffener : a good eshin (or hezzlein’ ; ablt d
sttrigten) tha s ti ding doon : he fetch'd him a kelk owir t’ shoodthers ; he leex
jacket ; ti nevill, skelp, bazzak, pick, yenk.

‘A Latinized word is rare in the dialect. It is nearly all Scandinavian, 12
part the original heritage of the East Anglian stock in part the residut™
of successive Viking incursions upon the north-eastern coasts:

il
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